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  Each year, Young Horizons celebrates Dr. Seuss day on 
March 2nd—his birthday—by inviting the community, par-
ents and staff to visit our centers and read to the children.  
 

  Read Across America Day is a nationwide reading celebra-
tion that takes place annually on March 2—Dr. Seuss’s 
birthday. Across the country, thousands of schools, librar-
ies, and community centers participate by bringing to-
gether kids, teens, and books, to celebrate reading with 
young people. 
 

  We are grateful for our guest readers who took time out 
of  their day to share a favorite book with the children. Our 
administrative staff, including Danielle Triplett, Program 
Director, Sandra Diaz, Eligibility Supervisor, Dinora Navarro, 
Eligibility Worker, Javier Zamorano, Receptionist,  

Esmeralda Duenas, Kohn Center Assistant Site Supervisor 
all participated. Also joining in the festivities were parents 
Howard Haynes, Juan Santos, and Erica Segura from North 
Pacific as well as Willie Triplett, community member,  and 
Katie Larson, board member.  
 
  Andrea Carrasco, Eligibility Worker at our Ludloff Center, 
dressed as the Cat in the Hat and visited all five of our cen-
ters to read with the children. She was a hit! 
 

  Thank you to all for taking the time to invest in our chil-
dren and share your talents.  
 

Do you love reading to children? You are welcome to visit 
any center and share 20 minutes of your day brightening 
the life of a young child.  
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  As we face the annual state 
budgetary process once again, 
Early Education is under consid-
eration for major changes. We 
reflect on the importance of the 
state’s investment in its young-
est citizens by providing free or 
low-cost child development pro-
grams for low-income  families. 
These services are critical for the 
success of future generations.  
 
  All the research has shown the  
importance of providing young 
children high-quality early edu-
cation opportunities in the most 
critical stages of brain develop-
ment—the first five years of life.  
 
  What does it mean when we 
say a High Quality program? Low 
teacher to child ratios, a devel-
opmentally appropriate pro-
gram, consistent caregivers, and 
theme based learning are all part 
of what makes us high quality. 
 
  Young Horizons excels at pro-
viding this program to our most 
needy families. Our external as 
well as internal reviews have 
proven this consistently over the 
years and we strive for continu-
ous growth and improvement. 
 
  Our hope for the future is that 
our state will continue this valu-
able investment with sustainable 
funding for our programs. 
 
 
 
 Sarah M. Soriano 
 Executive Director 

Staff Development Day  
Our team learns together for an improved program 

 
 

   Twice a year we close our centers to provide 
training for our teachers. This February, we 
planned a different type of day with interactive 
workshop which gave staff an opportunity to 
connect as they learned. Young Horizon’s  goals 
for our staff development day were to improve 
communication, parent engagement and im-
proved activities in the classroom. 
 
  One of the workshops focused on parent  
engagement offered staff the opportunity to 

communicate but with a twist. First, staff 
stood back to back and tried to share, then, 
they were instructed to face each other. The 
importance of face to face communication 
was  personally understood as staff tried talk-
ing to each other over their shoulder. Staff 
shared how this workshop impacted them and 
the importance of face to face communication 
was personally understood. Communication is 
key with staff, parents and children alike.  

Our Community Shows Support 
Donations are gratefully accepted 

 
    As the saying goes, “if you ask, you will receive.”  
During a visit from Abode Communities at our Grisham  
Center, our staff mentioned that we were in dire need of 
a new washer and dryer. The next week, we had both.  
We are very grateful to Abode Communities and Wash 
Laundry Systems for this generous donation. This  
laundry system is required for our infant and toddler 
program to meet the needs of the children. 
 

 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Another wonderful donation we received was from  
Westerly School students via their “Reach for the Stars”  
program.  Westerly students give back to their  
community by providing items another nonprofit in the 
community needs. We received a generous donation of 
markers, colors, glue, baby wipes, books, and lots more 
from our wish list.  Thank you! 

Thank you banner states, “Thank you so much 

for the washer and dryer. It is a big help to us” 

Signed Young Horizons Staff. 



Event  
Calendar  

Join us   
No TV Night 
May 27th, 5:30-6:30pm 
At all 5 Centers we open our doors to 
encourage parents to turn off elec-
tronic devices and just have fun with 
their children. Fun activities include 
dancing, painting, science experi-
ments and  an obstacle course. 
 

Preschool Graduations 
Each center will host graduations 
as follows: 
 

Central Pacific: 
June 6 - Room D2 AM 10:00, PM 2:30 
June 7 - Room C AM 10:00, PM 2:30 
June 8 - Room D1 AM 10:00, PM 2:30 
June 9 - Room A AM 10:00, PM 2:30 
June 10 - Room B AM 10:00, PM 2:30 
 

Grisham Center: 
June 24, 4:30 pm 
 

Kohn Center: 
June 17, 4:30 pm 
 

Ludloff Center: 

June 15 AM 10:00, PM 2:30 
June 22, 4:30 pm 
 

North Pacific: 
June 10, 4:30 pm 
 

Family Picnic 
June 18, 10:00 am to 3:00 
Recreation Park 
4900 E 7th St, Long Beach, CA 90804  
Fun games, bouncers, potluck style 
picnic in the park. 
 

Half Day Preschool  
Begins August 10, 2016 
Enrollment is taking place now.  
Eligible families can apply throughout 
the year but the 10½ month program 
begins in August and ends in June. 
 

Read for the Record 
Thursday, October 27, 2016 - All Day 
Mark your calendar now to sign up to 
read to the children.  Jumpstart’s 
Read for the Record® brings much 
needed attention to high-quality 
early learning. Each year on Read for 
the Record day, people gather for the 
world’s largest  shared reading ex-
perience. Contact the main office for 
further  information.  

Alchemy Leadership Seminar 
Strengthening our Leadership Team 

  

  Young Horizons was accepted to attend the Annenberg Foundation’s Alchemy Leadership 
Seminar. This program is designed for board chairs and executive directors to attended to-
gether to learn valuable aspects of nonprofit leadership. All with the goal in mind of building 
the capacity of the nonprofit and ensure sustainability.  
 
  “Alchemy's mission is to inspire nonprofit organizations to greatness through the develop-
ment of the leaders among us. By ensuring 
that nonprofit executives and board mem-
bers maximize their leadership capacity and 
teamwork, Alchemy transforms nonprofit 
organizations to a higher level of effective-
ness.” 
 
  This two-day training was intensive and 
provided a new perspective on nonprofit 
leadership for both our board chair and ex-
ecutive director.  
 
  There is a follow up day in June to ensure 
goals and objectives are met.  We are look-
ing forward to strengthening Young Hori-
zons to continue providing services to fami-
lies in Long Beach.   
 

Principal for a Day 
Our Executive Director participates in community event 

 
 

   Our executive director, Sarah Soriano, had the 
opportunity to participate in Principal for a Day in 
March. She was welcomed to MacArthur School 
with this wonderful marquee announcing her par-
ticipation. 
 
  “Principal For A Day is an event that brings com-
munity members from the Greater Long Beach 
Area into schools in the role of the principal. It is 
co-sponsored by the Long Beach Area Chamber of 
Commerce, the Long Beach Unified School District 
and the Long Beach Education Foundation. Every 
school in the district participates. Each Principal 
For A Day is given the opportunity to interact with 
students, teachers, parents and administrators 
through classroom visits, meetings, testing and 
playground supervision.” 
 
  Ms. Soriano was invited to read to the children—
her passion—and was even allowed to join in a 
scheduled staff meeting.  It  was a wonderful learning experience and provided an  
opportunity for community service.  
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Board of Directors 

Young Horizons 
Child Development Centers 
501 Atlantic Avenue 
Long Beach, CA 90802 

To our friend (s): 

Our mission is to provide quality childcare and preschool programs in a caring, loving and learning environment. 

Young Horizons is a non-profit 501 (c)(3) 
organization serving children in Long Beach. 
Donations are tax deductible to the limit 
allowed by law. 

Founder: Dr. Gerhard Kohn 
 

Sally Coker 
Jessica Frier 

David Haisley 
Ron Kulek 

Katie Larson 
Rose Oxford 

Mario Picarelli 
 

Advisory Board 

Dr. Martha Bernadett 
David Campbell 
Edward Ludloff 
Michael Mais 

Roland Spongberg 
Ed Sudario 

Ron Whittaker 

Serving 458 children in five Long Beach locations 
 

Kohn Center/Main Office 
501 Atlantic Ave. 

 
 

Grisham Center 
11 A W. 49th St. 

North Pacific Center 
2418 Pacific Ave. 

Central Pacific Center 
1840 Pacific Ave. 

 
 

License #198000638 

Ludloff Center 
2650 Pacific Ave. 

 

 
 

Young Horizons is an equal opportunity provider and employer  
Office: 562 437-8991    Fax: 562 436-8847 

www.YHCC-LB.com 

Address Service Requested 

Proud Member of: 


