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  Congratulations to our 
169 graduates who are go-
ing to Kindergarten. We 
know they are prepared 
socially, academically, 
physically and emotionally 
to face their new adven-
tures in learning for the 
rest of their lives.  
 

  Graduations were held 
throughout the month of 
June at each of our centers. 
Some were themed with 
Dr. Seuss’s “Oh the places 
you’ll go” and  “Old Mac-

Donald had a farm.”  The 
children and parents cele-
brated this joyous mile-
stone. 
 

  We wish our children 
much success in their 
school years and in life. We 
always love to have them 
return to visit and see them 
growing into successful, 
responsible adults. We are 
grateful to the parents who 
have entrusted them to our 
care.   
Good luck graduates! 

Learning Expanded Through Community Field Trip 
Earl Burns Miller Japanese Garden at CSULB 

  For our field trip this year, we decided to 
introduce our children to  our local univer-
sity, California  State University Long Beach 
(CSULB).   
 
  Situated on the campus of CSULB, the 1.3 
acre Hill and Pond Japanese garden was 
built through a generous donation from 
Mrs. Loraine Miller Collins in honor of her 
late husband Earl Burns Miller. It was 
founded as an educational resource for 
the campus and community, and advances 
the university's ongoing interest in interna-
tional education and student engagement.  
 
  The Earl Burns Miller Japanese Garden 
turned out to be a scenic location for the 
children to visit, with a beautiful Koi Fish 
pond the children enjoyed.  
 
  Children learned all about the fish in the 

pond  and how it came to be. They en-
joyed feeding the fish and watching them 
come to the water’s edge wanting more 
food. After the tour, they enjoyed games 
on the lawn adjacent to the pyramid.  
 

  An added benefit to visiting CSULB was to 
introduce them now, at this age, to the 
university and set the expectation high for 
them to achieve their educational goals.  
 
  We are extremely grateful to Supervisor 
Don Knabe for his generous donation of 2 
busses to transport the children to CSULB.   
You could be a part of this experience too. 
Donations help  make field trips possible. 
Donate online today at www.yhcc-lb.com 
and click the “Donate Now” button. Costs 
for field trips may include busses, entry 
fees and meals. Your support will help us 
expand our young children’s horizons. 

http://www.yhcc-lb.com/
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On the path 
to change 

 
 
 

  Our fiscal year came to an end 
in June on a high note. We 
ended the year in the black and 
successfully raised $49,500 in 
grants.  
  We are continuously working 
on improving our agency. Our 
strategic plan includes board 
development as one of its goals. 
To help achieve this goal, our 
board chair, Mario Picarelli, and I 
participated in the Annenberg 
Foundation’s Alchemy Leader-
ship seminar this spring. It was 
extremely informative and will 
be a positive stepping stone in 
assisting with our board growth 
and development. 
  Each year, we also assess our 
program with a rigorous instru-
ment established by the CA De-
partment of Education. We are 
pleased to report that we passed 
this review without errors or de-
ficiencies. Our process includes 
reviewers from the board, the 
community and our parents. This 
review affirms the high quality 
services we provide to our chil-
dren and families who deserve 
no less.  
  We could not reach these goals 
without our wonderful staff. We 
showed our appreciation this 
spring during Teacher Apprecia-
tion Week and Administrative 
Professionals day by providing a 
delicious lunch and goodies for 
our staff. Thank you to our board 
members who also took the time 
out of their day to visit the cen-
ters and show their appreciation 
to our teaching staff. 
 
 
 
  Sarah M. Soriano 
  Executive Director 

Workshops Help Parents Succeed 
Helping parents helps children  

 
 

   Young Horizons has committed to providing 
monthly workshops for parents to help them in their 
role as parents. Every year, we survey our parents to 
determine topics that would interest them or on 
which they feel they need assistance.  
 
  Workshop topics include discipline, nutrition, devel-
opmental milestones, and safety topics such as burn 

prevention and bicycle safety. A popular topic is managing stress.  
 
We collaborate with our community partners 
at each of our five centers. Providing these 
free development workshops development 
workshops helps strengthen their parenting 
skills and makes it possible for parents to 
learn about their children’s needs without 
seeking additional outside resources. 
 
  We are committed to helping parents suc-
ceed because we know that their success 
means their child’s success.  

Leadership Long Beach  
Leadership development program  

 
  Our Executive Director, Sarah Soriano, completed the Leadership Long Beach institute as a 
member of the Class of 2016.  The graduation took place at the end of June where “The 
Beautiful Class” (as they were named) celebrated their accomplishments.   
 
  Leadership Long Beach is Long Beach's premier leadership development program. Founded in 
1989, over 1000 alumni have graduated from our adult and youth programs and alumni now 
serve in every sector of the community at every level. The Institute program is an intensive 10-
month program for community leaders wishing to improve their understanding of the unique 
opportunities and challenges of the Long Beach community and the ways that they can con-
tribute to making Long Beach a better community for everyone. 
 
  This program provided opportunities for collaboration and connection. As part of the insti-
tute, group projects that benefit the community were held. These allowed for further time to 
get to know the community and help make a difference. 

Photo credit: Leadership Long Beach 



YH Annual Family Picnic 
Community adds valuable support 

  
  The OPT Annual Family Picnic was a time of sharing favorite foods and mingling with other 
Young Horizons families. We are grateful to YH staff for taking the time to volunteer at our 
various activities. Our picnic fun included jumpers, play dough-making stations, ice-cream 
cones, face-painting and a balloon artist. We were very fortunate to have CareFirst provid-
ing important information on health care options as well as Mothers Nutritional Centers 
who provided free fresh fruit and nutrition information. 
  Molina Healthcare graciously provided free dental screenings to families with their mobile 
unit. We are also grateful to the National Charity League for volunteering at our registration 
table and food area. Young Horizons families enjoyed their day with fun games and deli-
cious food. 

 

No TV Night 
Westerly School Helps With Outdoor Activities 

 
 

   “No TV Night” was held at all centers on May 25. Parents and children learned about 
healthy activities they can do outdoors as alternatives to watching TV. Westerly School stu-
dents provided a fun obstacle course for Kohn Center children and also brought snacks and 
refreshments. Parents had fun playing with their children and completing the obstacle 
course. Thank you Westerly!  
 

Event  
Calendar  

Join us   
 
Open House 
Thursday, September 22  
4:30—5:30 pm. 
All locations: 
Kohn Center-501 Atlantic Ave. 
Central Pacific—1850 Pacific Ave. 
North Pacific—2418 Pacific Ave. 
Ludloff Center—2650 Pacific Ave. 
Grisham Center—11 A W. 49th St. 
 
 

Half Day Preschool  
New school year began  
August 10, 2016 
We still have openings—enroll now.  
This 10½ month program  
August 10, 2016 to June 22, 2017. 
 
 

Read for the Record 
Thursday, October 27, 2016 - All Day 
Mark your calendar now to sign up to 
read to the children.  Jumpstart’s 
Read for the Record® brings much 
needed attention to high-quality 
early learning.  
 
Each year on Read for the Record day, 
people gather for the world’s largest  
shared reading experience. Contact 
the main office for further  informa-
tion.  
 
Can’t make it on the 27th but you 
want to help  out? We would love to 
give a copy of this book to each of 
our children. Contact us at 562 437-
8991 if you’d like to make a donation 
to make this happen. 
 
 
Holidays we will be closed: 
11/11 Veteran’s Day 
 
11/24 & 25 Thanksgiving Day and the 
following day 
 
12/26 & 27 in observance of the 
Christmas Holiday  
 
1/2/17 in observance of New Year’ s 
Day 
 
1/16/17 Martin Luther King Holiday  



Board of Directors 

Young Horizons 
Child Development Centers 
501 Atlantic Avenue 
Long Beach, CA 90802 

To our friend (s): 

Our mission is to provide quality childcare and preschool programs in a caring, loving and learning environment. 

Young Horizons is a non-profit 501 (c)(3) 
organization serving children in Long Beach. 
Donations are tax deductible to the limit 
allowed by law. 

Founder: Dr. Gerhard Kohn 
 

Daysha Austin 
Debra Fixen 

David Haisley 
Ron Kulek 

Katie Larson 
Daniel O’Leary 

Rose Oxford 
Mario Picarelli 
Luis Santana 
Roger Scott 

Sandy Wedgeworth 
 

Advisory Board 

Dr. Martha Bernadett 
Edward Ludloff 
Michael Mais 

Roland Spongberg 
Ed Sudario 

Ron Whittaker 

Serving 416 children in five Long Beach locations 
 

Kohn Center/Main Office 
501 Atlantic Ave. 

 
 

Grisham Center 
11 A W. 49th St. 

North Pacific Center 
2418 Pacific Ave. 

Central Pacific Center 
1840 Pacific Ave. 
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Ludloff Center 
2650 Pacific Ave. 
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